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Celebrate Milton! Brings Out Thousands

September 26, 2002
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Celebrate Milton! delivered on its promise of fun and neighborliness last weekend.  Ada Rosmarin won the Community Builder Award from an organization that has been growing steadily for the past 10 years.  

Ms. Rosmarin serves as the coordinator of the Milton Early Childhood Alliance (MECA). She also wrote the original grant to the state which funded MECA. MECA provides comprehensive, high quality programs for preschool children and their families. MECA works with a network of local programs and services to increase the availability, affordability and quality of programs that are responsive to the need of working parents and that enhance children's learning and healthy development. In her role at MECA, Ms. Rosmarin has worked to ensure that preschool programs in Milton include children with disabilities, diverse cultural, linguistic and economic backgrounds by providing tuition assistance to the children of low and moderate income.

In the mid-90's, Ms. Rosmarin recognized that although Milton was perceived to be a wealthy community, there were many families in our town who struggled to find affordable/high quality child care. Her strong skills in building coalitions, grant writing, and her passion and commitment to helping children led her to seek a solution to this problem. She worked with the Massachusetts Department of Education, local childcare organizations and families to bring to Milton a grant which helps families to secure access to quality preschool care regardless of their economic circumstances.

Community outreach is one of the key priorities of Ms. Rosmarin and MECA. Through their outreach efforts, Ms. Rosmarin and MECA ensure that children of families who may be difficult to reach by traditional methods are located and offered opportunities to participate in a program that meets their needs. This year, MECA sponsored a Parent/Kid Resource Fair that allowed parents the opportunity to examine the wide range of preschool options available to them in Milton.

MECA has conducted workshops for childcare providers to encourage them to expand staff diversity and to help day-care providers to nurture and support all children regardless of their background. MECA has also focused on parent education, sponsoring a number of speakers on topics relevant to children and their parents.

Ms. Rosmarin's commitment to children and her efforts on behalf of parents and children of low and moderate income makes her a true "community builder."

Excerpted from The MiltonTimes September 26, 2002.

